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Minutes for the 2012 ACM SIGSIM Business Meeting 
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 

Knight Room, Intercontinental Hotel Berlin, Germany 
  
The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Paul Fishwick, Chair of ACM SIGSIM. The 
members present at the meeting are listed in attachment A. The meeting agenda had been 
announced per email before the meeting and was accepted.  
 
Discussion: The update of journal related activities (TOMACS) shall become a standing point 
for ACM SIGSIM business meetings. As none of the responsible editors were present, the 
point was not included into the agenda. Also, at least one editor (TOMACS) could not have 
been present and stated this in communication with Fishwick. There was another meeting 
for I-SIM occurring at the same time as SIGSIM’s meeting. Future item: ensure that the 
SIGSIM meetings do not conflict with related society meetings. 
 

Welcome, SIGSIM mission, and agenda (Fishwick) 
Paul Fishwick welcomes the members present and thank for the support the board received 
in the recent year. Margaret Loper (Vice Chair) and Andreas Tolk (Secretary and Treasurer) 
were introduced as members of the board. 
 

Business overview (budget spreadsheet) (Tolk)  
Andreas Tolk presented the business graphics collected in attachment B. Overall the 
financial situation of ACM SIGSIM is solid. We will be able to continue to support student 
activities as initiated for this year (2012) for the first time. Special items for the 2012 
business year were travel grants for 12 students a $1,000 and the donation to the 
Simulation Archive of $5,000 as discussed and decided during the 2011 ACM SIGSIM 
business meeting. The slow tempo of integrating SIGSIM relevant proceedings into the ACM 
Digital Library affected the income of SIGSIM negatively. The problem is recognized and 
ACM HQ promised in preparation phone calls to address this problem immediately. 
A budget sheet is attached as attachment C. 
 

PhD Colloquium Status (Tolk)  
Together with INFORMS-SIM, ACM SIGSIM conducted the PhD Colloquium 2012. 28 
students prepared presentations and posters, 17 of them were main authors of regular 
papers. The 2012 ACM SIGSIM best paper award for computational contributions has been 
awarded to Christian Hammel, Technical University of Dresden, for his paper on “Network 
Optimization prior to Dynamic Simulation of AMHS” who participated in the meeting. 
The slides for the presentation are attachment D. 
 

2013 SIGSIM-PADS conference (Loper) 
Setting up the ACM SIGSIM owned conference was one of the main activities in 2012. 
Margaret Loper, who is also General Chair of the upcoming SIGSIM conference, presented 
the status in the slides attached as attachment E. As discussed during the business meeting 
2011, the former conference on “Principles of Advanced Distributed Simulation (PADS)” 
sponsored by IEEE/SCS/ACM was transformed in accordance with IEEE and SCS into the 
uniquely sponsored by ACM SIGSIM conference on “Principles of Discrete Simulation 
(SIGSIM PADS). The first conference will be conducted in the Omni Mont-Royal, Montreal, 
Quebec, May 19-22, 2013. 
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New SIGSIM Website and MSKR progress (Mustafee) 
Paul Fishwick recognized the contributions of Osman Balci, who is responsible as the Editor 
in Chief for the ACM SIGSIM web presence. The new website was very well received by all 
members present. 
 
Navonil Mustafee presented the ongoing work on the educational M&S videos that are 
becoming part of the M&S Knowledge Repository (MSKR). Together with Saikou Diallo and 
his students Hamdi Kavak and Olcay Sahin, he initially set up the video archive that is 
tagged following the ACM SIGSIM taxonomy extended by tags chosen by the authors and the 
editorial committee. The group uses the software “The Brain” to administer the taxonomy. 
The presentation builds attachment F. 
 

M&S Grand Challenge Initiative (Taylor)  
Simon Taylor presented a new initiative conducted during ACM SIGSIM and SCS related 
conferences. 10 years after the original conference on grand challenges in M&S, conducted 
as a Dagstuhl seminar in Germany, he is organizing a new round of expert panels. The first 
was conducted during WSC 2012, two following panels are planned to be conducted during 
the Spring Simulation Multiconference 2013 in San Diego, CA, and the SIGSIM PADS 2013 in 
Montreal, Quebec. 
The SIGSIM MSKR shall include a link to the Dagstuhl report, that summarizes the initial 
activities, as well as new and upcoming reports related to this initiave. 
The presentation is attached as attachment G. 
 
Student travel award program (Overstreet)  
The initial committee on the student travel award program comprised Dick Nance and 
Andreas Tolk and was chaired by Mike Overstreet. 12 students received a travel award to 
participate in the WSC 2012. They had to apply for the grant, support an ACM related 
activity during the WSC, and show how their work contributes to the discipline of M&S. 
Details are giving in attachment H. 
 
Discussion: we should institutionalize this kind of support for WSC and SIGSIM PADS. 
 
Robert Sargent made the motion (seconded by Paul Fishwick) to set up a committee to 
work out the details comprising of Dave Nicol, Simon Taylor, and Mike Overstreet. There 
were no objections. 
 
Simulation Archives (Sargent)  
Robert Sargent gave an update on the work of the Simulation Archive. He thanked in 
particular for the $5,000 donation by ACM SIGSIM. By now, all WSC proceedings are 
digitized and archived. The effort is fully supported by local groups, as the donations and 
activities show the support of the M&S community. 
 
Simon Taylor made the motion (seconded by Dave Nicol) to donate again $5,000 to the 
Simulation Archive efforts. There were no objections. 
 

SIGSIM Recognition Award to Bob Sargent (Overstreet)  
Mike Overstreet gave the official laudatio for Robert Sargent, who received this year the 
ACM SIGSIM Distinguished Contributions Award: 
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“The 2012 ACM SIGSIM Distinguished Contributions Award is presented to Dr. Robert G. 
Sargent.  The goal of this award is to recognize individuals whose contributions to the field of 
modeling and simulation (M&S) are truly distinctive over an extended period of time and Dr. 
Sargent’s activities epitomize this goal.  His contributions to the profession are distinguished 
and too numerous to enumerate but as a brief summary:  he has been elected to leadership 
positions in premier M&S societies; he has held and continues to hold editorial responsibilities 
in many M&S publications; he held important leadership positions, including WSC chair, for 
several M&S conferences; his scholarly contributions through scholarly publications are highly 
regarded by the M&S community; his contributions to M&S education through teaching and 
the mentoring of both students and colleagues is broad and continuing.  In addition, he led in 
the creation of the WSC Foundation, serving as its first president; and conceived the idea of 
having a simulation archive.” 
 
General Discussion and New Business  (All) 
 Dave Nicol reported that WSC 2012 was well in the black numbers. It is very likely that 

WSC will therefore return to Europe in the near future. Sweden offered to host the 
venue, but no decision has been made so far. 

 Dave Nicol thanked Ernie Page for his service as he stepped down after having been for 
12 years on the WSC Advisory Board. 

 John Tufarolo became the new information officer and relieves Simon Taylor. 
 
The meeting was closed by the chair at 7:55pm. 
 
 

December 11, 2012, AT 
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SIGSIM
Simulation and Modeling

Financial Overview
Total Financial Operations

Organization Operations (Conferences Excluded)
Organization Revenue Detail
Digital Library Downloads
Membership Counts

Organization Expenses
Conferences Operations

WSC
PADS
MsWIM
DS-RT

Fund Balance
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SIGSIM Student Travel Grants
• Up to 12 awards to attend 2012 WSC
• Requirements:

– Ph.D. program
– Research should advance field of simulation
– Current member of SIGSIM
– Willing to assist with conference at WSC – up to four 

hours
• Selection committee

– Richard Nance, Virginia Tech
– Andreas Tolk, Old Dominion University
– Mike Overstreet, Old Dominion University

2012 Recipients
Name Insitution Location
Huashuai Qu University of Maryland College Park, MD, USA

Rene Valenzuela Georgia Tech Atlanta, GA, USA

Chang-han Rhee Stanford University Stanford, CA, USA

Shalini Chauhan North Carolina State University Raleigh, NC, USA

Apl Akcay Carnegie Mellon University Pittsburgh, PA, USA

Masoud Fakhimi Swansea University Swansea, United Kingdom

Fanny Boulaire Queensland University of Technology Bulimba, Queensland, Australia

Sixuan Wang Carleton University Ottawa, ON, Canada

Önder Gürcan Université Paul Sabatier/Ege UniversityToulouse, France/Izmir, Turkey

Kara Olson Old Dominion University Norfolk, VA, USA

Jure Bordon University of Ljubljana Ljubljana, Slovenia

Hani Alzraiee Concordia University Montreal, QC, Canada




